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Sergio Ga
demand - a long-
awaited press pass, failed
emails, and a perilous
sprint past security
guards verified this when
I tried to catch him earlier this year at the Dubai Desert
Classic tournament. “He is the god of golf;’ I was told by
one of his advisors. “Not everyone can get an interview.”
Currently preparing for the 2008 Masters Tournament,
the Augusta-based tournament, which runs from April 10 to
13, is one of golf’s four majors. It’s a contest Sergio would
love to win. Despite six wins on the PGA (Professional
Golfers’ Association) tour, the world-class player is yet
to win a major title. “I’ve won some big events, but
unfortunately I haven’t won any majors yet — I have been
very close,” he discloses with a hint of disappointment. He’s
clearly not one to let this minor setback stand in the way of
his path to success. “I wake up every morning very early and
I practice for a minimum of six hours to try to get better.”

Sergio watches his shot
during the final round of
the PODS Championship
at the Innisbrook Resort
and Golf Club
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Throughout the interview, the man who has spent much
of his career in the top 10 of the Official World Rankings,
exposes an innocent and humbling persona. Shunning
celebrities who take advantage of media attention, when
it comes to his high-profile status, Sergio refreshingly
utilises his fame to help others. “I always try to give

to charity or donate money to organisations in need.

I like to help where I can. In Spain, I've set up the Sergio
Garcia Foundation where we teach golf to handicapped
children. I go to the school at least twice year to play a
round or two with the kids,” says the modest Samaritan.

In spite of claiming 16 professional wins, Sergio is faithful
to his roots and possesses no delusions of grandeur.

“I feel I'm slowly getting better,” he says of his skills.
“It’s still work in progress, but it’s getting closer every day.”

Taught by his golf pro father, the dapper Victor Garcia
who regularly tours with his son, the Spanish ace entered
the golfing world at the tender age of three. He won his first
junior tournament at the age of 10. At 12, he was triumphant
at his club championship and, aged 16, he became the
youngest player ever to make the cut at a European Tour
event and win the European Amateur Championship.»




5 days, he became the
ng Ryder Cup, earning him
the nickna ning the infant, in Spanish.
In 1999, Serg pro, shooting the lowest amateur
; -
score in the Ma ament. That same year, he
rapidly rose to pr ce on the global golfing stage
when he entered into a duel with Tiger Woods in the PGA
Championship. Although Tiger went on to win the title,
Sergio stole the show with his animated performances.
Despite starting his career at a similar age as Tiger, Sergio
claims there is no bitter rivalry between the talented duo. “At
the moment, Tiger doesn’t have many rivals. He’s playing at
a very good level,” he asserts. “I guess all we can really do is
improve and keep working on our game and try to challenge
him as much as possible throughout the year. It’s definitely
hard because he plays at a consistent level year after year.”
While Tiger is popular for his unswerving mannerisms
and results on the green, Sergio introduces a youthful
passion, ensuring that whether he wins, loses or draws,
he captivates audiences across the world. Even his
occasional outbursts of temper — he was threatened with
a fine after furiously spitting into
“on the 13th green during
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Hingis, whom he dated for nine months back in 2002.
Although his conquests include several A-listers,
the exuberant golfer insists he doesn’t seek celebrity
companionship. “I date women who make me feel
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TERS TOURNAMENT,
GEORGIA April10to 13
DEFENDING CHAMPION
Zach Johnson US$1,305,000

EDS BYRON NELSON
CHAMPIONSHIP, TEXAS
April 24 to 27

DEFENDING CHAMPION
Scott Verplank US$1,134,000

WACHOVIACHAMPIONSHIP,
NORTHCAROLINA

MayOlto 04

DEFENDING CHAMPION
Tiger Woods US$1,134,000

THEPLAYERS
CHAMPIONSHIP,
FLORIDAMay 08to11
DEFENDING CHAMPION

AiC

KJChoiUS$1,080,000

STANFORD ST. JUDE
CHAMPIONSHIP,
TENNESSEE June 05to 08
DEFENDING CHAMPION
Woody AustinUS$1,080,000

U.S.OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP,
CALIFORNIA Junel12to15
DEFENDING CHAMPION
Angel Cabrera US$1,260,000

TRAVELERS CHAMPIONSHIP,
CONNECTICUT June19to 22
DEFENDING CHAMPION
HunterMahanUS$1,080,000

BUICK OPEN, MICHIGAN
June26to029
DEFENDING CHAMPION

I hope to get a ma

IMAGES GETTY IMAGES/GALLOIMAGES




